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TLIA Newsletter

Annual Meeting 
Sunday

NOVEMBER 6, 2016 
2:00 - 4:00 pm 

Wauconda American Legion Hall 
515 S. Main Street 

Wauconda, IL 60084

Volunteers Needed for 2017 Board 
Positions 
Let your voice be heard

The TLIA Nominating Committee is looking for volunteers to run for 
election and serve on the TLIA Board starting in  the fall  of  2016.  All 
positions on the board are are presented on the ballot and 
any member-in-good-standing is eligible to run for a board 
position. The election is in October via ballots distributed 
to all TLIA members. New members take office after the 
TLIA Annual  Meeting  in  November.  Positions  on  the 
ballot include:

*President   *Treasurer
*Recording Secretary *Two (2) Members-at-Large

    If you are interested in running for any of these positions, and/or have 
questions  pertaining  to  the  elections,  please  contact  Janet  Blake 
(janet.blake@comcast.net) for requirements and information needed.
   We are also looking for anyone who might be interested in serving on 
Nominating Committee for this year and/or next year.  Thank you for 
your consideration.
(TLIA Nominating Committee: MaryBeth Adams, Janet Blake (Chairperson), Jan 
Bahr, Lee Johnson, Bob Nash, Mel Ott)

TLIA Board

For only the 2nd time in the history of our community, we will be publishing a 
Tower Lakes Yearbook in 2016.  
The 168 page all color yearbook is available for order now.  The book will capture 
life in Tower Lakes and provide our residents  with a cherished collection of 
memories.  Photos will focus on the last few years, with memories back to the 
last yearbook which was published in 2000.
Make Memories

You and your family are probably already stars in many of the 
pictures that will be shared in the book.   You can also submit 
photos to be used in the “inbox” section of the yearbook.  Send a 
digital .jpg high quality photo to patiphoto@aol.com.   
Share Memories

Dedication ads are a great way to share a memory.  Ads are 
created by you in the “easy to use” software.  The cost ranges 
from  $25   to  $140  for  1/8  to  a  full  page.   Don’t  miss  this 
opportunity to be a part of history.  Deadline is October 20th to place 
ads,  but  please  do  it  early!   Questions:   contact  Marty   Thompson 
marty.thompson@sbcglobal.net
Cherish Memories

Yearbooks will be delivered in early December in time for Christmas.  Think of buying a book for 
each of your children or a special neighbor that moved away.

The Village of 
Tower Lakes	

2016 Yearbook	

Village Yearbook in the Works
Photos & stories to honor residents, history, and events over 50 years

TLIA Nominations

XXXX
XXXX
XXXX
XXXX

Contributed by: Pati Shaefer

XXXXXXX

CLICK the link above, 
then enter code  

“Village of Tower Lakes 2016” 
Yearbooks are $44 now, 
$50 after September 10th

for more info on ordering an Ad

http://tlia.org/?p=8253
http://link.entourageyearbooks.com/find_school.asp
http://link.entourageyearbooks.com/YBStore/YearbookStoreMain.asp?YBID=
http://link.entourageyearbooks.com/YBStore/YearbookStoreMain.asp?YBID=
http://link.entourageyearbooks.com/YBStore/YearbookStoreMain.asp?YBID=
http://link.entourageyearbooks.com/find_school.asp
http://link.entourageyearbooks.com/YBStore/YearbookStoreMain.asp?YBID=
http://link.entourageyearbooks.com/YBStore/YearbookStoreMain.asp?YBID=
http://link.entourageyearbooks.com/YBStore/YearbookStoreMain.asp?YBID=
http://tlia.org/?p=8253
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NOTES FROM THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
RANDY YOUNG, PRESIDENT, TLIA

Read all the president’s columns at TLIA.org

Next Meeting:   

September 12 - 7:00 pm 
Village Hall 

October 10 - 7:00 pm  
Village Hall 

All recent meeting minutes are archived on the 
TLIA.org website.

Read the full Board Minutes, click here.XXXX

XXXX

Board Members: Randy Young, Steve Burgoon, Randall Cross, Linda Kuna, Mary 
Magro, Mike Mitchell, Kathy Pattengale, John Yancey
Apologies: Judd Lautenschlager
Committee Representation: Nick Adams – Lake; Jan Bahr – Communications
Pat Covek -  Grounds Beautification & Tennis;  Andy Hay –  Lake; Jack Johnson – 
Tennis Courts; Bob Nash - Events; Rick Steffen – Events
Member Representation:  William Buonincontro, Bob Covek, Heidi Davey, Joe 
Davey, Shaun Kildare, Mark Lenhardt, Sharon Lenhardt, Julie Losinski, Cassandra 
Mariano, Janet Nikoden, Paul Nikoden, and Jeffrey Patronik 
Guests: None
Call to Order @ 7:00 PM
Amended Bylaws    Randy Young  
Randy Young has received the master copies of the amended bylaws and has asked 
our  attorney  to  complete  this  documentation  process.  He  shared  a  copy  of  the 
amended bylaw with changes highlighted in yellow.

Police Funds Drive Proposal  Bill Hare 
Bill  Hare  presented  a  proposal  to  honor  the  Tower  Lakes  police  force.  He 
commended the police for their work, in particular for the numerous vacation checks 
they provide for residents who are away. Bill proposed funding half of the cost of the 
purchase of lighter weight protective vests for our 18 part-time police officers. These 
vests, which have expiration dates, cost approximately $700 apiece. Half of this $700 
has  to  be  paid  by  the  individual  officers.  The  department  is  also  in  need  of  a 
widescreen TV for training. Bill asked for the TLIA Board’s endorsement and help 
with  publicity  for  this  fundraising  campaign.  The  Tower  Lakes  Foundation  has 
already been contacted and is interested in participating in this fundraising effort. 
Bill will publicize it in the September newsletter and the TL Foundation fund drive 
will run through the end of December. Bill would also like to set up a benevolent 
fund for the police department in the future. 

Motion by Randall  Cross:  To endorse  the purchase  of  50%  of  the  cost  of  these 
protective vests and the cost of a widescreen TV.

TLIA BoardApproved  
TLIA Board Meeting Minutes 
July 11, 2016

It’s  September  and along with  back-to-
school, football, and looking forward to a 

Cubs World Series, it is TLIA budget time. Yes, a time of 
crunching  the  numbers,  balancing  committee  requests, 
and cross-checking needs and wants.  It’s  also a time to 
review our finances and make sure we are living up to our 
pledge of transparency and openness. 

As to the review part,  well  we are  looking very 
hard at next year based on performance of revenue this 
year.  As  to  transparency…  well  here  is  a  transparent 
number  we  should  all  know  by  now;  there  are  48 
delinquent accounts totaling $20,437 in outstanding dues 
owed to the Association.

Dues are the life blood of TLIA. Without them, 
we have nothing! No lake, events, youth, communications, 
grounds  maintenance,  tree  maintenance,  4th  of  July, 
tennis courts, silt removal…the list is very long and you 
know it as well as I do… get the picture? Without your 
dues, we can not function as an association. 

I  realize  that  if  you  are  reading  this  you  are 
probably not the problem. You’ve met your obligation and 
are enjoying all the benefits of TLIA. But those who have 
not  paid  are  also  enjoying  and  benefiting  from  our 
Association’s services. I just don’t see that as equitable to 
anyone.

If the outstanding balances were paid off today, we 
would not  even consider  a  dues  increase  or  service  cut 
backs.  But  that  is  not  the  case;  and  in  this  season  of 
budget  creation  and  membership  reviews,  we  are 
considering both. 

It is time to reduce the 17% non-collectable dues 
allowance in the budget;  it’s  time for those who ignore 
their  obligations  to  step  up.  I  would  much  rather  be 
cheering  on  the  Cubs  and  tossing  a  football  or  raking 
leaves with my grandsons, but instead I have to knock on 
doors,  send  letters,  make  phone  calls  and  maybe,  just 
maybe, ask you in November to accept a budget of rate 
hikes and cut backs.

Got any ideas?  I am all ears.  
 Email me at president@tlia.org X

mailto:president@tlia.org?subject=
http://tlia.org/category/news/notes/
http://tlia.org/june-13-2016-approved-tlia-board-meeting-minutes/
http://tlia.org/about/minutes/
mailto:president@tlia.org?subject=
http://tlia.org/category/news/notes/
http://tlia.org/category/news/notes/
http://tlia.org/june-13-2016-approved-tlia-board-meeting-minutes/
http://tlia.org/category/news/notes/
mailto:president@tlia.org
http://TLIA.org
http://TLIA.org
mailto:president@tlia.org
http://tlia.org/about/minutes/
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In a unanimous vote, the TLIA Board followed the guidelines 
of the Tennis Courts Committee and voted last month to NOT 
repaint the new tennis courts. The vote came on August 15 at the 
TLIA Board meeting held at Lake Barrington Shores. 

The tennis court color controversy started shortly after the 
courts  were  painted  and  stripped.  It  was  then  that  several 
homeowners, who live adjacent to the courts, complained about 
the light blue color which surrounds the playing surface. Those 
homeowners  attended  the  June  board  meeting  where  they 
presented the Board with a signed petition indicating their dismay with the color choice and 
asked the board to repaint the courts to a more “green” color choice.  At the July board meeting, 
the Tennis Court Committee was charged with conducting further research 
on the following points:

• Research the cost of repainting the exterior section of the courts;
• Determine whether the courts can be repainted within four (4) months 

without peeling or flaking;
• Determine if  any special  preparation or  treatment would be needed 

prior to repainting;
• Verify what colors can be painted over the existing color on the outside 

of the courts;
• Research the top three (3) color combinations in general use over the 

past few years; and
• Research examples of courts with blue on blue and examine photos for 

evidence of fading over time.
The Tennis Court Committee met on August 4 to further research the above points and came up with answers to each one. A report 

was presented to the Board which contained a summary of their research. After reviewing their additional research, the Tennis Court 
Committee unanimously voted to recommend to the board that they NOT repaint the tennis courts. Their report cites several reasons for 
their decision, not the least of which was the cost. On August 15, at the TLIA Board meeting, the Board unanimously accepted the 
committee’s recommendation and moved NOT to fund the repainting the tennis courts.  The Tennis Court Committee’s full report and 
the Board’s motion can be read CLICK HERE. The Committee will consider changing out the color when the regular maintenance is 
done in 5-7 years.

Board Agrees With Committee Recommendation 
Tennis courts remain blue

Photo by: Cianne Mitchell Photography,
 www.ciannemitchell.com 

15October

TLIA Fall Cleanup Day

Step up - Join in 
MEET AT BEACH PARKING LOT 

8am

http://tlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Repaint-Motion.pdf
http://www.ciannemitchell.com/
http://www.ciannemitchell.com/
http://tlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Repaint-Motion.pdf
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Photos by Cass Young and Cianne 
Mitchell Photography, 

www.ciannemitchell.com

View 
Videos 
Here 

Click Here

LASTING IMPRESSIONS SUMMER BASH on the Lava Twist

X

http://tlia.org/beach/youth/
http://www.ciannemitchell.com/
http://www.ciannemitchell.com/
http://tlia.org/beach/youth/
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Ole’ 
We’re back, man! 

October 15, 2016 
Rest Island 

6:00 - 10:00 pm 
5:45 - check in 

Chili Prize 
Categories 
Judge’s Choice 
People’s Choice 
Most Creative Name
*Beverages for the kids; beer/wine for the adults
*Chili-challenged chefs can bring corn breads or desserts to 
share
*TLEC provides the chili fixin’s, including sour cream

tlia EVENTS Committee

The  Chili  Cook  Off  in  Tower  Lakes  has  become  an  annual  fall, 
family  tradition.  This  year,  it's  scheduled  for  Saturday,  October  15 
but...in order for it to continue, we need a volunteer or two,
to step up and be the official lead(s).
  This means pulling the pieces together and making it happen. TL 
Events Committee will meet with you and hold your hand through it all, 
providing  lots  of  information,  including  a  template  of  details! In 
addition, the lovely, Chili Cook Off veteran, Linda Kuna has offered to 
mentor the new lead(s)! And, if that wasn't enough...the multi-talented, 
Bob Nash has the 'entertainment' all handled! 

And wait! There's more! 
TLEC will also set up a Sign Up Genius to ask for set up and tear down 
volunteers.

So...This time is your time to lead an event and make a community 
contribution! Contact any of the TLEC team, Fran and Rick Steffen or 
Bob and Kristi Nash at events@tlia.com .
 

Chili lovers throughout all of Tower Lakes will thank you!

“CHILI HEAD” Needed to Lead

The Tower Lakes Chili Cook Off 2016

Spooky Storytelling by Eliza-
witch reading stories in her 
"Pumpkin Palace" followed by 
live musical entertainment

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

http://www.threadsforall.com
http://www.threadsforall.com
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Welcome to the Neighborhood! Contributed by: Mary Beth Adams

Holly Bormet and Rich Keating 
125 South Drive 
Holly (cell 847-867-9705)   
Rich (cell 724-699-8709)   
Welcome Holly Bormet and Rich Keating to Tower Lakes at 125 South Drive in South Hills. Holly 
grew up in North Barrington, attended Barrington High School and then went on to the University of 
Kansas.  She is  the Senior National  Account Manager for the Rust-Oleum Corporation in Vernon 
Hills.  Rich also attended Barrington High School, has a 14-year-old son and is a contractor. They 
moved here from Chicago. They love to travel, ski and go for long walks. You'll see them walking all 
over Tower Lakes with their beautiful black Labrador Retriever. Say hello when they walk by!

Bobby and Melissa Siers 
260 Pebble Creek Drive - CCE   
There is a new family living at 260 Pebble Creek Drive in Country Club Estates. Bobby and Melissa Siers have moved to Tower Lakes 
from Lake Zurich with their 10-month old daughter, Hayley. Bobby is a financial planner for a large institution and Melissa works at 
home. They love the outdoors. Bobby enjoys fishing, hunting, playing hockey and golf. You'll see them out hiking and biking. Stop and 
say hello!

New Path on East Side for Greater Access to Lake 
Alongside 813 E. LSD to east side landing

At the last spring cleanup, several residents decided to take on 
property on East Lake Shore Drive between the McKillen and Laasko 
homes. While it’s a nice piece of property, the trees and bushes have 
overgrown so much that access to the lake was difficult. A path was 
re-located away from the McKillen’s property and mulch was placed 
down for easier access to the boat landing and lake. 

Tower Lakes Men’s Day 
Join the Tower Lakes men for a day of bonding and 

activity. It’s a TL tradition with a great legacy. This is 
your opportunity to meet new neighbors and 

reconnect with the
old ones. 

Friday, September 23 
Chalet Hills (Cary)

7 AM Bloody Mary’s
8 AM Golf (Shot Gun Start)

TL Volleyball area/Bays Park
1:00 PM Lunch at TL Volleyball 
area/Bays Park
2:00 PM Bags tourney, tennis, volleyball or 
softball. Refreshments provided

Sideouts Bars (Island Lake)
6:00 PM Cocktails 
7:00 PM Steak Dinner
8:00 PM Awards, Cards, and Darts

See page 8 for the 
history and legacy 

of  Men’s Day

CLICK THE GOLF 
BALL TO REGISTER

X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

http://www.eatatmeatheads.com
http://www.eatatmeatheads.com
https://goo.gl/forms/wlyZwHY1t76r3XnH2
https://goo.gl/forms/wlyZwHY1t76r3XnH2
https://goo.gl/forms/wlyZwHY1t76r3XnH2
https://goo.gl/forms/wlyZwHY1t76r3XnH2


� �towerlakesimprovementassociation September 2016

�7

The  Ju l y  4th 
celebration a few months 
back was  a  great  success 
on  many  fronts  for  the 
Events  Committee  and 
the  Tower  Lakes ’ 
community.  However, 
there  was  one  casualty: 
the  big  yellow tent  used 
a s  a  co ver  for  the 
performance area on Rest 
Island.  It  landed  in  the 
dumpster  at  the  end  of 
the festivities. 

The tent was old, torn and had seen much better days. This 
year, it was jimmy rigged with rope, tape and sticks to stay erect 
over the bands. “It had holes and tears in it,” said Bob Nash, a 
member of the Events Committee. He went on to say, “It was 
pieced together with spit and gum. We decided to finally throw 
it away because we didn’t think it would make it another year, 
not to mention the fact that it’s probably unsafe.” Bob should 
know,  he  booked  the  performers  and  played  under  the  tent 
during the weekend. 

The Events Committee has begun looking into the potential 
of a new stage cover for July and other activities at Rest Island. 
At  the  same  time,  a  few  Tower  Lakes  residents  have  been 
working independently on an alternative idea. “There is a group 
of residents who are interested in a more permanent solution to 
the staging on Rest Island,” said TLIA President Randy Young. 
Plans are not ready to be reviewed yet as the group is still in the 
idea stages, but their thought is to provide a more permanent 
fixture on Rest Island. 

The  Board,  at  the  August  meeting,  decided  to  create  a 
committee to explore the issue. Several questions will be faced 
when and if any plans are submitted to the Board. The charge to 
the committee was to develop what the Board feels is needed on 
Rest  Island  and  use  it  as  a  benchmark  against  any  plans 
proposed by Events or the resident group. 

If  you’d  like  to  get  involved  in  the  discussion  and  help 
determine what is needed at Rest Island in connection with this 
topic,  please  contact  Steve  Burgoon  (phone  or  via  email, 
vicepresident@tlia.org).  You are invited to join the committee 
and attend their first meeting September 15 at 7 pm in the 
Village Hall.

It’s Not “PeeWee’s” Big Top Anymore!

mailto:vicepresident@tlia.org
mailto:vicepresident@tlia.org
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Let our factory trained & certified staff help you
choose & install the right products for your home!

IL ROOFING LICENSE NO. 104.01667

We’re Your Neighbors

VISIT OUR BARRINGTON SHOWROOM
310 West Northwest Highway

847-304-8713

For more than 30 years, we’ve been a trusted name in 
Tower Lakes & surrounding Barrington areas, professionally 
installing brand name windows & doors. We proudly suggest 
& install Beechworth Windows & ThermaTru Doors. 
Now more than ever it’s time to replace those old leaky 
windows & doors.
     • Create the home of your dreams
     • Increase curb appeal & resale value
     • Lower energy bills
     • Get the best returns on your investment

Angie’s List 
Super Service 
Award Winner

Since 2010

The Best Products & 
First-class Installation

The year? 1987… a large number of families had moved into Tower Lakes over the previous three-year 
period. In an effort to foster brotherhood and camaraderie this group of late 20 and 30 something men, 
along with a few “older” gentlemen, got together to map out an array of men’s activities. They planned 
fishing trips, breakfast club, weekly softball and touch football games as well as a few other male-bonding 
activities. The leaders of the pack were John Gillett, Jon “OJ” Simpson, Tom Hannagan, Pat McKillen, Bill 
Evans and a few others, whose names cannot be mentioned here. Their crowning achievement was to 
create a full day of gluttonous, “manly” activities. John Gillett dubbed this day the...  “Annual Autumnal 
Equinoctial Spheroidal Men’s Day” or as we now know it…MEN’S DAY! 

The first event was held at the original Chalet Golf Course, then an 18-hole par 69 course. It was followed 
by softball, volleyball, and tennis back here in TL. As if that weren’t enough, it ended with a steak dinner, 
poker and merriment at the Gillett home. In the spirit of full disclosure, it may have included an adult 
beverage or  two or  three.  Subsequent Men’s  Days were planned by new volunteers  (changing yearly), 
usually ending up at someone’s home. Since that first historic day and over the past 30 years, the event has been held at multiple golf 
courses, each ending at local restaurants such as Mers (before it was Dock’s), Docks, Wauconda Bowl, and Sideouts. In the past 5 or so 

years the event moved to a half day of golf and dinner without the mid-day games.

This  year,  for  the 30th Annual  TL Men’s  Day,  the committee of  Mike Rigali,  Tom 
Butler, Pat McKillen, Joe Skurla and Steve Burgoon are going all out retro and bringing 
back the FULL “Annual Autumnal Equinoctial Spheroidal  Men’s Day” -- NOT just a 
“Half Day” Men’s Day because Tower Lakes’ men are really, truly and FULLY…MEN! 
The team would like for all of today’s Tower Lakes’ real men and their manly guests to 
experience a FULL DAY of MANLY FUN!
 So…Please join us on Friday, September 23, 2016. 

Continued on page 9

Tower Lakes Men’s Day - The History and Legacy 
Contributed by Steve Burgoon

tlia EVENTS Committee



� �towerlakesimprovementassociation September 2016

�9

Family Campout 
Saturday, September 10, 2016 
Barsumian Park
Rain date: September 24, 2016
Set up your tent for a night under the stars. 
We will bring the fire pits and s’mores and you 
bring the fun!

Trick-or-Treat and Trunk-or-Treat 
 Monday, October 31, 2016   
Soccer Field - 4:30 pm
If you don’t get many trick-or-treaters, decorate 
your 
trunk and come pass out candy to our ghosts and 
goblins! 
Kids bring your candy bags and your best 
costume!

Santa’s Visit 
Sunday, December 4, 2016 
Location TBA

tlia YouthCommittee

Men’s Day Cont. 
Friday, September 23, 2016
Chalet Hills Golf Course - Cary, IL   
7:00 AM Bloody Mary’s      
8:00 AM Golf (Shot Gun Start)
TL Volleyball Area/Bays Park  
1:00 PM Lunch at TL Volleyball area/Bays 

Park  
2:00 PM Bags tourney, tennis, volleyball or 

softball available; Refreshments 
provided

Sideouts Bar - Island Lake, IL            
6:00 PM Cocktails              
7:00 PM Steak Dinner                  
8:00 PM Awards, Cards, and Darts
COST
$75 for golf, (2) drink tickets, lunch and commemorative shirt; 
(Sign up as a foursome or a single, or pair...we'll find the group for 

you)
$50 for steak dinner and 2 hour “you call” drinks
$125 for the full day*
*To keep the price at the recent $125 cost, we need sponsors for golf balls, 
prizes, golf contests and awards. Contact any of the committee listed above 
for sponsorships – any amount is accepted and appreciated. You/your 
company will be recognized.
Checks can be made out to “Tower Lakes Men’s Day.” 
Money will start to be collected around Labor Day.
Please, mail to Steve Burgoon: 210 Circle Drive, Tower 
Lakes, IL 60010. All checks must be received by September 
19 so that we can make commitments to the golf course and 
SideOuts.

Come on out and meet some neighbors and make some 
friends……. another Tower Lakes tradition!

Please complete 
the registration 
form

XXXXX

Save the Date! 
Tower Lakes Garden Club Meeting 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

7:00 p.m. at the home of Susie Dehnert 

Guest speaker Village Arborist Bill O’Mahoney

X

https://goo.gl/forms/wlyZwHY1t76r3XnH2
https://goo.gl/forms/wlyZwHY1t76r3XnH2
https://goo.gl/forms/wlyZwHY1t76r3XnH2
https://goo.gl/forms/wlyZwHY1t76r3XnH2
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Over  the  last  few  months, 
Tower Lakes has experienced a rash 
of small crime and property damage 
in  the  neighborhood:  stolen  items, 
graffiti  in  the  parks,  underaged 
drinking, and damage to our shared 
TLIA  a s set s ,  among  other 
transgressions. The TLIA Board has 
discussed  the  possibility  of  placing 
video surveillance cameras at various 
common  property  locations.  No 
action has been taken yet. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Tower 
Lakes  Po l i ce 

Department is asking all residents to report any 
suspicious  behavior,  stolen  items,  or  property 
damage. This will allow the police to investigate 
and keep track of the incidents. Since the police 
can’t  be  everywhere,  neighbors  have  to  be 
vigilant and aware.

The non-emergency number 
is: 847-526-3800

Increased Crime in Village

XXXXXXXXXX

          

 Tower Lakes Outstanding Citizen Award, dinner, dancing, live auction*, cash bar and more!

 Take note, that we will once again, offer a shuttle to & from the event!  

 Watch for more information via newsletter and email… 

        In the meantime, check out the TLCF website  
                http://www.tower-lakes.org/ 
           and as always,  thanks for your support! 
 
 
 

 
 
.                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* we are also looking for Live Auction items.  Please, contact Mary Kate Harazan if 
you have something you would like to donate.  mkharazin10@sbcglobal.net 

 

BIG NIGHT 7: MASQUERADE! 
Friday, October 28, 2016 

          MAKRAY MEMORIAL GOLF CLUB   

   The evening will include…                       

 

The evening will include… 

   
 

               

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

http://www.blisswineandgifts.com
http://www.tower-lakes.org
http://www.tower-lakes.org
mailto:mkharazin10@sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:mkharazin10@sbcglobal.net?subject=
http://www.blisswineandgifts.com
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tlia Communications

As kids return full force to the new school year, there is a special teacher within our neighborhood that many are drawn to and you 
should know. Andrew (“Andy”) Milne, who is not only a familiar face in Tower Lakes, but is the 2016 Illinois Health Teach of the Year! This 
very prestigious award recognizes outstanding teaching in the area of health and physical activity. In only his 4th year teaching at New 
Trier High School on the north shore, Andy has made an obvious impact.

It started in England, where he was born. Andy went to school at Exeter University to 
study  Physical  Education  and  English.  He  was  a  wonderfully  successful  physical 
education teacher at 3 schools in London, finishing his time in England at an all-boys 

school, similar to what you see in the Harry Potter 
movies.  He  owned  his  own  home  in  a  popular 
district, had family nearby and was involved in many 
activities. But his life was about to take a turn.  It 
was during that time that he met the love of his life, 
Caroline  Adams.  Caroline  was  visiting  Piccadilly 
Circus with girlfriends.  The pub they were in was 
minutes from closing time when the two met and 
there was an instant cross-Atlantic connection.  For 
2-1/2  years, Andy and Caroline commuted between 
the U.S. and England before deciding to get married 
in  2008.  That  relationship  brought  Andy  to  the 
states and eventually to our neighborhood where he 
is a common sight, leading some of the Tower Lakes 
activities. 

Andrew has emceed many Tower Lakes July 4th events, including the most recent Lip Sync 
Night.  “He’s a natural performer with great stage presence and an incredible sense of timing,” says 
Randy Young, who is a television director by trade and TLIA President.  Andy also donates lots of 
his time to the TLIA Youth Committee by coaching little ones on the fundamentals of soccer or 
the adults on the basics of cricket. He uses his wit and charm to encourage the meek and mild 
into participation. “His humor and positive attitude go a long way in getting my kids to enjoy 

themselves,” says one mother who brings her children to many of the Youth Committee activities.  
It’s that same combination of charisma he uses in his job teaching high schoolers the importance of health and physical literacy. But 

at work, he adds an undeniable weapon: technology. Using social media like no other, he blogs, tweets, and shares his observations. He 
asks the kids to do the same with their assignments…. and they respond. “I use technology to raise their game. If I give a student an 

assignment and ask for it back, it’s merely an exchange between teacher and pupil. However, if I ask 
them to share it with a wider audience, it raises their game by allowing them to share their creations 
with a global audience. It deepens their engagement and makes them more accountable for what 
they are doing,” says Andy. “In one assignment, I actually ask them to create a movie for all to view. 
And then I create an award ceremony, similar to the Oscars. It’s a popular part of my course and all 
vie for the golden statue. This technique bridges the gap from classroom to kids to community.” It’s 
no wonder he’s so popular with the students. He’s innovative and dynamic. 
Andy takes this creativity to other areas of life as well. He’s a keen photographer and a music lover, 
preferring jazz and soul. “I’m an old soul with an urban twist, who loves to make music mixes for 
others.” But his most passionate hobby is cooking. He was inspired by Jamie Oliver (the brash British 
celebrity chef best known for creating healthy lunches for school children). Andy has hundreds of 
cook books and experiments mostly with Italian cuisine. His favorite, however, is baking bread. “It’s 
a simple way to show love. Warm the bowl, sift the flour, move your hand through the dough and feel 
the love. It just tastes better when you add the emotion to it.” He’s teaching his 4- and 2-year old 

boys to bake as well. A recent Instagram© post featured his 2-year old baking bread with him. You could 
almost smell the bread baking while you see the love between father and son. 

Andrew still loves the UK, Brexit and all, but to him and his family, there is no place like Tower Lakes and the home he has made 
here.

Getting to Know Your Neighbor
Andrew Milne

The Milne Family

Andy’s Cookbooks
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