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On November 19, Tower Lakes residents attended the annual homeowner’s association 
meeting  at  the  American Legion Hall  in  Wauconda.  Over  75  residents  attended,  which 
qualified a quorum. TLIA President Randy Young kicked off the meeting by thanking those 
who stepped up to volunteer over the past year. “Be that person who steps up to improve 
our community.” He then called for approval of the 2016 minutes and talked about the state 
of the association. Specifically, he stated, “We can no longer operate as a “kitchen table” 
organization.” He was referring to our growth over the last several years and our need to 
operate more as a business in all areas of accounting and financial reporting. His theme this 

year  centered  around  operating  procedures, 
growth,  and  a  forward-looking  approach  to 
operations.
Janet  Blake,  chair  of  the  Nominations 

Committee, introduced the candidates running 
for the 2018 TLIA Board. 
President Young then explained the details of 

the  bylaw  amendments  seeking  membership 
approval:

A m e n d m e n t  # 1 :  C o m m i t te e  n a m e 
change – The membership voted on changing 
the  name  of  the  Social  Committee  to  the 
Events  Committee  and  on  changing  the 
name of the Public Relations Committee to the 

Communications Committee. 
Amendment #2:  Capital-spending limits – The membership voted on increasing 

the capital-spending limit. The current bylaws state that the board can spend up to $5,000 
without membership approval on any given project. The board was seeking to raise that 
limit to $10,000. 

Amendment  #3:  Check  signing  limit  change  –  The  membership  voted  on 
increasing the check-signing limit. The current bylaws state that the treasurer can write a 
check for up to $250 without a second signature. The board was seeking to raise this limit 
to $500. 

Amendment  #4:  Fiscal  year  change  –  The  membership  voted  on  changing  the 
current fiscal  year (November 1 –  October 31)  to match the calendar year (January 1 – 
December 31). The change would eliminate confusion over billing and dues collection. It 

would  also  mean members  would  be  invoiced  for  2  additional 
months (November and December 2017) in FY18. 

Voting  proposition  #5:  Property  swap  action  –  The 
path to the TLIA boat landing at 703 N. Lake Shore Drive was 
approved to be swapped with the homeowner’s land it bisected 
allowing for clear access to the boat landing. As it turns out, the 
Village of Tower Lakes owned that property, not TLIA; so the 
Village will be vacating the land to TLIA and the membership 
was  asked  to  accept  the  vacated  land  and  then  complete  the 
original swap with the homeowner. 
     You can see all the ballot results in the call our box next to 
this story.                                             

 Continued on page 3
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Candidates	Elected	to	the	2018	Board:	
Vice	President	–	Steve	Burgoon 
Financial	Secretary	–	Fran	Steffen 
Members	at	Large	–	John	Yancey	and	Kevin	Middleditch 

Amendment	Voting	Results:	
Amendment	#1:	Committee	name	change	–	passed	
Amendment	#2:		Capital-spending	limits	–	passed 
Amendment	#3:	Check	signing	limit	change	–	passed		
Amendment	#4:	Fiscal	year	change	–	passed		
Voting	proposition	#5:	Property	swap	action	-	passed
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Read all the president’s columns at TLIA.org

Next Meeting:   

December 11, 2017 - 7:00 pm 
Tower Lakes Village Hall 

All recent meeting minutes are 
archived on the TLIA.org website.

XXXX
Email me and let me know 

your thoughts. CLICK 
HERE

X

NOTES FROM THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
RANDY YOUNG, PRESIDENT, TLIA
It is the spirit of living in Tower Lakes that is 
the  beating  heart  of  TLIA.  We could  live 
anywhere,  but  for  all  the  right  reasons,  we 

choose to live here. Welcome to the 2017 TLIA Annual Meeting.
My  experience,  over  several  years  on  the  TLIA Board,  has 

taught me a few things:
• understanding that we are a great volunteer organization;
• that everyone’s time and exceptional talents are pulled in many 

directions; and
• that it takes patience to get things accomplished.

As a Board, each of us takes our position seriously and I want 
to thank each and every member of this board for being “that 
person” who steps up and serves our community. Thank you for 
all you do, all year long.

My friends, it is 2018, and TLIA is no longer a “kitchen table” 
organization, as perhaps we have been in the past. Today, we don’t 
have the luxury of operating from that point of view. We have 
grown and flourished.  Our responsibilities have expanded.  The 
nature of our organization requires that we understand this and 
come upon a deeper realization.

To that end, we have made great strides in our operations. I 
would like to see more,  and there will  be more… remember  my 
admonition about patience… I look forward to the new members of 
the  Board  joining  in  this  endeavor,  as  they  settle  into  their 
commitment ahead. 

Now,  we  all  know  that  volunteerism  is  at  the  core  of  our 
association.  It  has  been  the  hallmark  of  Tower  Lakes  for 
generations. Ask yourself…do I step up? Do I join my neighbors 
on clean up day, planning social events…4th of July? 

My first challenge to you for 2018 is that you step up, take it 
upon yourself to re-generate the spirit of Tower Lakes…be that person who builds our community.

Our committees are your super-highway to commitment. I believe they are in a great position for 2018 and today is your day to 
commit to the opportunity before you. 

It will be your belief in giving back, and your desire to be apart of something greater that will continue to build this community. The 
people who have taken this challenge are about to step up once again and report to the membership, their neighbors, on the results of 
their efforts, on your behalf in 2017 and their plans for to do even more in 2018. 

I urge you to watch them, learn from them and follow their example. Be a part of the solution, be a part of the plan, and be an 
influencer in TLIA.

THE OCTOBER  2017  
T L I A  B OA R D  M E E T I N G 
MINUTES 
Board  Members :  Randy  Young, 
Steve Burgoon, Mary Magro ,  Randall  Cross,  Mike Mitchell,  Tom 
Kubala, John Yancey 
Apologies: Kathy Pattengale, Linda Kuna
Guests: JenGrey, JackJohnson, Paul and Claudia Kliment 
Committee Reps: Pat Covek, Cass Young 
Call to Order at 7:05 PM -- Randy Young 
Presidents Report – Randy Young 
Our Annual Audit has begun. The team has met once; assignments 
made and first  pass  of  questions sent to the Finance Committee. 
Report due at Annual Meeting. 
Approval of August & September Minutes 

August meeting --  There were no questions on the minutes.  A 
motion to approve was made by Mary Magro,  Seconded by Mike 
Mitchell and approved by all who were at that meeting. 

September  meeting  –  There  were  no  questions.  A motion  to 
approve the minutes was made by Mike Mitchell, seconded by John 
Yancey and approved by all in attendance. 
Committee Reports 
Beach Mary Magro
There is no activity now. Mary and Paul doing some clean up around 
the island and guard house to close up for the fall.  
Communications Cassandra Young
Communications Committee Report for October 2017 
For the month of September 2017, the Communications Committee 
accomplished the following:

TLIA Board Minutes continued on tlia.org

TLIA Board

XXXXXXX
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Annual Meeting - continued from page 1.

Linda Kuna, financial secretary, gave the membership an update 
on the dues collection. The board collected $272,652 in total revenue 
last year. That includes RFPP, grant money for the rain garden and 
other income. (Click here for the full details. See slide 8.) The outstanding 
dues  for  2017  total  almost  $18,000,  however,  $12,000  of  that  is 
attributed to six households that are several years in arrears. Linda 
also stated that 23 homes in Tower Lakes sold last year. This number 
is up from 2016, when 17 houses sold. She also extolled the use of 
QuickBooks, a financial software system that has been implemented 
as a part of the financial re-organization implemented over the last 
three years.

Mary  Magro,  treasurer,  presented the  2018  budget  (actual  vs. 
budgeted). The capital balance is over $72,000. (See detailed budget 
by clicking this link. Slide 11.)

Bill  Hare,  chair  of  the TLIA Audit  Committee,  explained the 
audit process. The Committee took two months of financial records 
from not only the Board but from each committee and audited the 
books.  The committee  found we are  in  good financial  shape,  but 
need to keep better records, including the implementation of GAAP 
(generally  accepted accounting principles).  He also stated that the 
tennis courts were required to be categorized as a fixed asset with 
depreciation  over  the  next  15  years.  There  were  several  areas  of 
recommendation  for  improvement,  including  timely  and  accurate 
monthly  statements,  ensuring  approval  of  invoices  by  committee 
chairs  before  paying  bills,  following  GAAP,  using  an  outside 
contractor and CPA for additional financial management. 

President  Young  then  talked  about  the  2018  financial  re-
organization,  including  a  12-month  vs.  14-month  budget.  (See 
detailed budget by clicking on this link. Slide 18 and 19.)   

Andy Hay gave an update on the rain garden. Phase One – Bays 
Park is complete. It cost over $73,000, but was paid for largely from 
Illinois  EPA grant  money  and  volunteer  matches.   TLIA and  the 
Village of Tower Lakes split the remaining expenses of $5,125. Next 
phase includes maintenance of Bays Park and a rain garden at Wagner 
Park (east boat landing).  Steve Burgoon thanked Andy for his hard 
work and dedication over the years on this challenging and long-term 
project.

Continued on page 6 

The Lake Committee is looking for volunteers to help 
with, and/or lead, the animal control subcommittee. This is 
an important role as it helps manage the goose population 
and  keeps  an  eye  out  for  beaver  activity  so  they  can  be 
removed from the lake. Volunteers should expect to go out in 
the  spring  looking for  geese  as  they  begin  to  pair  up and 
begin the mating season.  Activity would include getting in 
and out of  a  boat along the various shorelines looking for 
nests and then following our DNR permit protocol for oiling 
the  eggs.  The  more  we  get,  the  fewer  geese  we  will  have 
around the lake and the subsequent mess they cause. For the 
beavers, the lead will work with a wildlife specialist to trap 
and  remove  them from the  lake.  The  specialist  does  the 
trapping; you would need to communicate with him. Beavers 
cause serious damage to our shoreline trees and in some cases 
we have lost trees due to their activity. Both animals need to 
be  managed  to  maintain  and  improve  our  lake  and 
community in general.
 If  interested,  please  contact  Tom  Kubala  at 
847-867-4979. This is a very important role and any 
help  is  appreciated.  Join  in!  It’s  a  great  way  to  get 
around  and  see  the  natural  side  of  our  great 
community!

Volunteers needed on Lake 
Committee 

Contributed by Tom Kubala

The full PowerPoint Presentation from 
the TLIA Annual Meeting is  available at 

tlia.org

XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX

Let’s 
Connect… 

We've had a lot of new folks who 
have moved in to Tower Lakes this year. For 
those who are new or who need to update any 
contact information, here’s how:

• Update your info for the directory with 
this simple form: Fill out this simple form

• Download the app here from your iPhone 
or Android phone

• one-time password to access app is: 
duckisland 

• Recent New Feature: The Youth 
Committee just added a great list of TL 
babysitters with full contact info that can be 
accessed in the Handy Numbers section.

http://tlia.org
http://tlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Annual-Meeting-2017-Master.compressed.pdf
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http://tlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Annual-Meeting-2017-Master.compressed.pdf
http://tlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Annual-Meeting-2017-Master.compressed.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdphOBnU6SvHlbSlmAMZUG7bV8tjTW4Qk8rSm1XMVi07SwG3g/viewform
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tower-lakes-directory/id1117051356?ls=1&mt=8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdphOBnU6SvHlbSlmAMZUG7bV8tjTW4Qk8rSm1XMVi07SwG3g/viewform
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tower-lakes-directory/id1117051356?ls=1&mt=8
http://tlia.org
http://tlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Annual-Meeting-2017-Master.compressed.pdf
http://tlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Annual-Meeting-2017-Master.compressed.pdf
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http://tlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Annual-Meeting-2017-Master.compressed.pdf
http://tlia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Annual-Meeting-2017-Master.compressed.pdf
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There  has 
r e c e n t l y 
been  an 
increa se  in 
s i ght ings  o f  coyotes 
throughout  the  Village.  I 
wou ld  l ike  to  war n 
residents  about  coyotes. 
These  animals  are  very 
active  this  time  of  year 
and pet owners should be 
careful when letting their 
pets  outside.  As  an  avid 
dog lover, I would hate to 
see anyone's  pet  get  hurt 
or  k i l l ed  by  these 

predators ,  so  p lea se 
monitor your pets while they are outside.

A coyote  is  a  medium-sized  predator;  it  is  an  opportunistic  feeder  and 
extraordinarily  adaptable  to  a  wide  range  of  habitats.  Coyotes  thrive  in 
suburban/urban  as  well  as  rural  areas,  and  will  utilize  whatever  food  is 
naturally available, including small animals, birds, insects and fruits, as well 
as  artificial  sources  such  as  garbage,  pet  food,  birdseed  and  compost. 
Residents should take precautions to eliminate any food sources in their 
yard and neighborhood to avoid creating problems with coyotes. Pet owners 
are advised to keep cats indoors, and dogs under control during the day and 
in secured kennels or indoors at night.
 Coyotes are typically shy and elusive; however, if observed, avoid 
the animal and notify the Tower Lakes Police Department by 
calling 911 or 847-526-3800.

Chief ’s Corner - Coyotes 
Contributed by Chief Sinacore, Tower Lakes Police Department

Photos with Santa 
Horse Drawn Carriage Rides  

Sunday, December 10 
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Village Hall 

Dress  warmly  and  bring  your  brightest  smiles 
for a perfect winter backdrop picture with Santa 
outside  the  Village  Hall!  Tower  Lakes’  own 
photographer  AnnMarie  Gilmore  will  take  the 
pictures  and supply you with the information to 
print out as many as you’d like! 

Snuggle up on Horse Drawn Carriage Rides! Sip 
on some Hot Cocoa while  you enjoy  the winter 
surroundings of the Tower Lakes scenery! We’ll see 
you  at  the  Village  Hall  parking  lot  where  your 
chariot will be awaiting. 

Back  this  year,  “Kids  Shop  & Wrap.”  Santa’s 
elves  have  been  working  hard  to  create  gifts  so 
your  child  can  do  some  Christmas  shopping  on 
their  own.  All  items  sell  for  $5.00  and  include 
wrapping. So raid your piggy banks and come with 
cash to get your Christmas shopping done! 

Inside  Village  Hall,  enjoy  fresh baked cookies 
and write a letter to Santa! 

Bring a sweet treat to share! Youth Committee 
will provide hot chocolate with mix-ins.

New this year: if you’re interested in joining 
a  group  for  caroling  at  the  Carriage  Ride/
Santa event, please contact youth@tlia.org

DECEMBER 10 
3:00 - 5:00 PM 

New location: 
VILLAGE HALL 

Pictures with Santa 
Carriage Rides 

Kids Shop and Wrap 

 

Tower Lakes Community Foundation 
 presents 

Big Night 8: 
Prom Night…Revisited 

Friday, February 23 
at the New 

Avanté Banquets  
in Fox River Grove 

 
                           

                     Visit our website: www.tower-lakes.org 
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Even though the fall cleanup was pushed back a day because 
of weather, the east and west boat landing maintenance went 
forward without a hitch. 

Only  a  few boats  that  were  untagged or  abandoned were 
moved to the south boat landing for winter storage. Some were 
discarded that were in need of major repair. In the spring, the 
boats left will either be discarded or given away to residents 
willing to tag and own them. 

In the meantime, the wet weather worked in favor of the 
cleanup effort. It made removal of unwanted vegetation from 
the shoreline much easier. In addition, litter was picked up and 
repairs were made to the boat racks. 

Thank you to all  the boat owners who moved their boats 
prior to the deadline. Thank you to Randall Cross for doing all 
the legwork on identification of boats. Special thanks to Eric 
Torstenson who arranged the flat bed trailer for boat transit. 
 Finally, a very successful day ended in a great lunch provided 
by Pat Covek and Anne Magro.

Fall Cleanup Day 
Contributed by John Yancey
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Committee report highlights: 
Beach  (Mary  Magro)  –  The Beach Committee hosted swim lessons and competitions  over  the 

summer. They also lost a huge asset: the oak tree that provided tons of shade. They had 17 lifeguards and 
closed the beach several times due to high contamination counts in the water. Mary is looking at more 
efficient ways to announce beach closings. She is also looking for more volunteers to help with the beach 
administration. 

Communications  (Cass  Young)  –  We  have  great  engagement  from  the  community  on  our 
newsletters, emails and posters.  We need help on our website, including better navigation and keeping 
content current. Our goals for 2018 include digital storage of board communications. 

Events (Mark Osterhues) – The Events Committee hosted five events in 2017, excluding the Chili 
Cookoff, which was cancelled due to weather. 

Grounds (John Yancey)  –  The community lost several  key trees this year,  including one on the 
beach and one on Rest  Island.  However,  six  new trees  were planted in  various  parks,  including the 
Gazebo, Rose Park, and other areas. Other completed projects include the path on the west side to the 
east-west bridge and the paved path near Wagner Park. Clean-up day this year included boat landing 
cleanup and maintenance.  The Stewards of the Park Program could use more volunteers. 
Grounds  Beautification  (Pat  Covek)  –  The Committee  has  “beautified”  many of  the  parks  and 
common areas over the last 12 months, including planting twenty-four trees and bushes at the tennis 
courts, which will act as a wind barrier and provide noise reduction to the adjacent neighbors. They 
planted many flowers and bushes over the past twelve months and are hosting the annual Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony on November 26. 
Lake (Tom Kubala) – The lake went through some tough times this past year because of the February 
ice out, record rains in July and dry weather in September. The Committee is changing lake treatment 
providers from Rollins to ILM. The new company will concentrate on three areas in an effort to keep our 
lake healthy: algae, lilies, and submerged plants (coon tail and bladderwort).  The Committee has also 
created a Shoreline Improvement Protocol.
Member Services (Randall Cross) –  The Tower Lakes Directory App is doing well, thanks to Mary 
Beth Adams, who ensures new residents put their contact information in the system. The survey results 
from last year indicate that walking is the number one activity for Tower Lakers. 65% of residents are 
over the age of 51. 70% of respondents said they would volunteer. 
Tennis (Pat Covek) – Adult and youth tennis lessons were successful over the summer. Dave DeRita 
volunteered his time to teach the community pickleball, which was so successful that the committee is 
considering striping the second court for pickleball. 
Youth (Jaclyn Aprati and Paula Ermilio) – The Youth Committee organized ten events over the last 
year. They are looking for more financial support from the board and the community to help fund their 
events. 

The meeting which began at 4pm, adjourned at 6:15pm having completed the extensive and informative 
agenda.  The  Board,  through  President  Randy  Young,  pledged  to  continue  its  aggressive  plan  for 
community improvement and financial reforms. 

The business of re-organizing for the new fiscal year plan, as approved by the membership,  will take 
some time to put in order. The membership can expect to receive dues invoices for FY18  in early 
December. The invoice will show details of the 2 months dues (Nov./Dec. 2017) and the Jan.-Dec. 2018 
obligations.  When  the  members  receive  their  bills  and  if  they  have  questions  they  can  contact 
dues@tlia.org or president@tlia.org with questions. Both Fran Steffen and 
Randy Young will be on call to answer concerns. 

Welcome new and re-elected board members. From top to bottom: Steve 
Burgoon (Vice President), Fran Steffen (Financial Secretary), John Yancey 
(Member-at-large) and Kevin Middleditch (Member-at-large). 

TLIA Board

Annual meeting continued from page 3. 
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Last month highlighted TL residents who are volunteering in state and regional leadership roles which ultimately benefit conservation 
and nature in Tower Lakes. This month focuses on volunteer leaders at the greater Barrington Community level including inspiring and 
educating youth to appreciate nature. Here is a sampling of how Tower Lakers are making a big difference for both today and the future. 

School Nature Ladies – These certified volunteers present structured, supplemental, hands-on environmental education to K – 2nd 
graders. Instruction includes indoor sessions and outdoor field trips to learn about local wildlife and plants throughout the year.  This has 
been a highly successful program for over 40 years.  Thanks to Christine Lunt who is North Barrington’s current Nature Lady. Sincere 
thanks also to Michele Gillett and Karen Yancey for years of service and inspiring many youth who are now in college or have children of 
their own.

School Bird Lady – Michelle Gillett created and continues to contribute in an additional role which focuses on teaching children about 
the birds in their neighborhoods. She started the program 17 years ago for kindergarteners in the Spanish Dual Language program, 
periodically adding a new grade through 5th grade. Michelle has inspired youth to learn about the natural wonders all around them.  

Adult, Young Adult, and Youth Education – There are too many specific examples to list them all here. But residents like Anne Hay, 
Steve Barten, Patty Barten, Steve Burgoon, Sarah Voska and others regularly share their time and knowledge at the greater Barrington 
level to benefit others. Examples include leading formal nature based classes for pre-K through adult levels; nature based summer camps; 
scout project guidance and badge achievement; civic group presentations; facilitating public educational displays; and creation of hands-
on nature experiences.

3rd Graders on the Prairie – This internationally recognized program uses nature to teach S.T.E.M. and other citizen scientist skills. 
Every 3rd grader in D220 participates in a field trip with structured scientific observation and documentation activities which utilize area 
prairies and are facilitated by volunteers. Over 10,000 students have participated in this learning experience which is a collaborative effort 
between D220 and Citizens for Conservation. Tower Lakers Linda Kuna, Christine Lunt, Michelle Gillett, Sarah Voska, and Patty Barten 
have been volunteering for multiple years.

Barrington Area Conservation Trust (BACT) – This is a local conservation NFP chartered in 2001 which has preserved 500 acres 
and 20 land easements. It provides resident native landscaping consultation; and adult, school and civic group education. Andy Hay 
collaborated with BACT for TL’s rain garden projects and home certifications.  Ann Hay leads their youth education and scout support 
activities. Mel Ott and Kathy Paczynski are also volunteers. 

Citizens for Conservation (CFC) – This is a local, all-volunteer, conservation NFP chartered in 1971 which owns and manages 12 
preserves, and has influenced preservation of over 3,500 acres of local lands. It maintains a native 
seed bank; sources native plants for residents; provides resident native landscaping consultation; 
educates pre-K through adult and civic groups; and initiated a collaborative network of 
conservation organizations. Steve Barten, Mel Ott, Kathy Paczynski, and Sarah Voska are 
volunteers; Patty Barten volunteers on the Board of Directors.

Barrington Area Council of Governments (BACOG) – Part of the mission, of this coalition 
of Barrington area village governments, is to protect access to a clean sustainable water supply for 
our region.  It provides mapping of aquifers and water recharge areas, and also maintains attention 
to protective practices and water quality testing. It conducts research 
into the region’s long-term water supply. Kathleen Leitner, while 
Village President, was the key BACOG representative in forming the 
Northwest Water Planning Alliance. The NWPA involved ten 
organizations representing over 70 communities to collaboratively 
plan for shared groundwater resources. Dave Parro, current 

Chairman of the Executive Board, continues to represent TL conservation interests.  Please thank your 
TL neighbors for their volunteer efforts and care for nature.  

Tower Lakes Leadership – Volunteerism and Respect for Nature 
Part 2: Investing in Our Future – Education and Community Efforts Three Part Series 

Contributed by Patty Barten

Next month: TL 
residents who volunteer 
in our neighborhood to 

make it the iconic 
natural place we all 

enjoy.
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Young Resident receives Davidson Fellowship
Pranav Sivakumar, 17, of Tower Lakes was recently named 

a  2017  Davidson  Fellow  for  his  research  on  "almost  dark 
galaxies". 

The  Davidson  Institute  is  a  Nevada-based  foundation 
whose  mission  is  "to  recognize,  nurture,  and  support 
profoundly intelligent young people".
Each  year,  the  Institute  awards  scholarships  to  20  students 
under the age of 18 who have distinguished themselves in the 
field  of  Science,  Technology,  Engineering,  Mathematics, 
Literature, Music, or Philosophy. The scholarship is one of "7 
Prestigious  Undergrad  Scholarships"  listed  by  U.S.  News  & 
World Report.

Pranav was recognized by the Davidson Institute for his 
project, "Searches for Almost Dark Galaxies in Blank Sky Fields 
with the Sloan Digital Sky Survey." Physicists have theorized 

that the 
universe is 
expanding at an 
increasingly 
faster pace. 
Clues to this 
expansion may 
come from a better understanding of "dark matter" and "dark 
energy".  Astrophysicists are working to discover almost dark 
galaxies (ADGs) because they are hypothesized to be dominated 
by dark matter. 
As part of his project, Pranav developed two novel approaches 

to identify ADGs from data collected by the Sloan Digital Sky 
Survey. This survey uses a dedicated 2.5-meter telescope to map a 
quarter  of  the  skies  viewable  from the  northern  hemisphere. 
Pranav's  algorithms  identified  two  known ADGs (Leo  P and 
AGC  198691)  and  discovered  other  ADG  candidates.  This 
discovery  could  give  us  new insights  into  the  nature  of  dark 
matter.  Pranav  was  mentored  on  this  project  by  Professor 
Emeritus Dr. Don York of the University of Chicago.
You may remember Pranav from his 2nd place finish in the 2013 
Scripps  National  Spelling  Bee.  In  2015,  he  became  the  first 
person to be named a repeat finalist in the Google Science Fair. 
He received the Virgin Galactic Pioneer Award that year and was 
recognized by President Obama during White House Astronomy 
Night.
Pranav is currently a freshman at the University of California, 

Berkeley, majoring in Astrophysics. In his spare time, he likes to 
compose music and participate in quiz bowl tournaments. If you 
see Pranav around the neighborhood, be sure to ask him about 
his research!

$50 prize for best in each 
category:

Traditional - Child’s Fantasy 
Most Creative

Pranav  explains  his  research  during  the  2017 
Davidson  Fellow  Awards  Ceremony  at  the 
Smithsonian in Washington DC in September.
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The Tower Lakes Play Group took it on the road this month and travelled over to 
Cary Gymnastics Center for open gym time. While turnout was hampered a bit by 
the sniffles and fevers (with the weather getting cold), we still had a trio of ladies that 
came out to make it a fun time (and one dad that had a hard time climbing out of the 
foam pit)! We would like to thank the Thompson and Jagielko families for coming 
out. We will  see  if  a  December  playdate 
takes  place  (we know this  time  of  year  is  busy  for 
everyone!).  A new  survey  to  settle  on  a  date  and 
location should be out shortly. For those interested in 
the  p lay  g roup ,  p lea se  emai l  me  a t 
shaunkildare@hotmail.com.  We try  to  meet  at  least 
once a month on a M/W/F in the mornings around 10 
to noon. (This is based on a survey of respondents, 
but could change with enough responses).

Tower Lakes Play Date 
We Love Your Moves! Contributed by Shaun Kildare

TOTAL 
MONEY 
RAISED:

Over
$2,000!

Photos courtesy of 
Pati Schaefer, 
Elizabeth Todd-
Middleditch

TL Turkey Trot Benefits TLCF…

Overall 
Stuart Todd-Middleditch
Sarah Messerschmidt

Boys 12 & Under 
Rhys Sandberg 
Colby Parkinson
Aiden Losinski 

Girls 12 & Under 
Kelsi Parkinson
Macy Cobb
Addie Brookbank

  

  

Women 50+ 
Chris Burgoon 
Susie Dehnert
Amy Butler

Men 50+ 
Mark Hurley
Jack Baily
Jeff Patronik

Boy 13-17 
Ethan Miyake
Connor Vondrak

Girls 13-17 
Gina Magro
Emilie Miyake

Congratulations to the top trotters:

mailto:shaunkildare@hotmail.com
mailto:shaunkildare@hotmail.com
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’Tis the Season - Tree Lighting Ceremony
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